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Heavyweights 
ready to rumble in 
playoff semifinals 


Alabama and Clemson battle again, 
Georgia and Oklahoma meet for the 


v first time. Game previews, In Sports 
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Alabama Senate seat 
now official for Jones 


Moore’s challenge fails, but GOP 
candidate has refused to concede 


IN OPINION 


Resolutions we 
would like to see 


Some New Year’s pledges our 
editorial board hopes for in 2018 


IN MONEY 


Prepaying property 
taxes? Not so fast 


IRS sends advisory to warn that not all 
homeowners are eligible to pay early 


What will 2018 bring 
the world of sports? 


A serious and not-so-serious guess 
at what could happen next year 


IN LIFE 


Our 10 must-see films 
for the new year 


Theaters had much to offer in 2017; 
2018 is looking pretty good, too 
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When buying a car, 


47% 


of Millennials say they 
pay for it in full. 


NOTE 49% buy used cars 


SOURCE Chase Auto Finance survey of 
3,535 U.S. adults 


MIKE B. SMITH, KARL GELLES/USA TODAY 
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Truck driver Freddy Uriarte was killed 


Road-weary truckers 
risk lives on the job 


Companies often force their drivers 
to work shifts with little or no sleep 


By Brett Murphy 
USA TODAY Network 


Every day, port trucking companies 
around Los Angeles put hundreds of 
impaired drivers on the road, pushing 
them to work with little or no sleep in 
violation of federal safety regulations, 
a USA TODAY Network investigation 
found. 

They dispatch truckers for shifts 
that last up to 20 hours a day, six days a 
week, sometimes with tragic results. 

In August 2013, a Container Inter- 
modal Transport trucker, who said in 
depositions that he often broke fatigue 
laws, barreled into stopped traffic at 55 
mph. A teenager was killed, and seven 
people were sent to the hospital. 

Seven months later, a Pacific 9 
Transportation driver had just fin- 
ished his 45th hour on the clock in 
three days when he ran over and killed 
a woman crossing the street. 

A Gold Point Transportation truck 
was moving containers for 15 hours 
one day in May 2013 when it crashed in 
Long Beach, Calif., injuring four. 

The trucking industry has always 
had drivers who work reckless 


“There are some days you 
can’t think right anymore. 
You can’t tell if you’re 
driving or not. You just 
have to continue working.” 


Jose Juan Rodriguez 


amounts of overtime. The USA TODAY 
Network investigation shows for the 
first time that fatigued truckers are a 
near-constant threat on the roads 
around America’s busiest ports. 

To identify port trucking compa- 
nies that put their drivers and the pub- 
lic at risk, reporters retraced the move- 
ment of thousands of Los Angeles- 
area trucks over four years, using time 
stamps generated each time a driver 
passes through a port gate. 

Reporters then calculated how long 
each truck had operated and com- 
pared the results with federal crash 


See TRUCKERS, Page 5A 


About this report 


To track drivers’ time on the road, 
the USA TODAY Network analyzed 
more than 30 million electronic time 
stamps generated each time a truck 
passed through the gate at the ports 
of Long Beach and Los Angeles from 
2013 to 2016. 


Federal regulations generally require 
that a commercial trucker cease 
driving his truck no later than 14 hours 
after coming on duty and not start 
again until he has had a 10-hour break. 


We found about 580,000 potential 
time violations in which a truck 
appeared to be operating for too 
long without a full 10-hour break. 


The data have limitations. Gate entry 
systems track information about 
trucks, not drivers. So the data can’t 
account for cases when multiple 
drivers share a truck. They also can’t 
account for commuting time and 
other driving time at the beginning 
or end of the day. 


To identify accidents involving trucks 
with potential violations, we matched 
truck identification numbers in the 
gate move data to federal crash data 
collected by the Department of Trans- 
portation. That data do not indicate 
who was at fault. 


California sees plenty 
of green in legal pot 


Trevor Hughes 
USA TODAY 


A new gold rush is sweeping Califor- 
nia as the state prepares to launch legal 
marijuana sales Monday, bringing the 
powerful and largely underground 
economy finally into public view. 

Marijuana long has been one of Cali- 
fornia’s most important cash crops, al- 
beit one many visitors would never see 
amid the vineyards and avocado farms. 
Tens of thousands of entrepreneurs are 
rushing to carve out a slice of a market 


that has grass-growing cannabis 
evangelists colliding with out-of-state 
suits eager to make a legal buck. 

There’s a lot to be made: The state’s 
marijuana black market is worth $13.5 
billion, according to cannabis financial 
analysis firm GreenWave Advisors, 
and the legal market could be worth 
$5.1 billion in 2018. 

“You're taking an industry that was 
completely underground and making 
it the most regulated product of all 


See POT, Page 4A 


Number of law officers slain 


=f! Sad r 
Police officer Charleston Hartfield 
was killed in the mass shooting in Las 


Vegas. CHASE STEVENS/GETTY IMAGES 


second-lowest in half-century 


Christal Hayes 
USA TODAY 


The number of law enforcement offi- 
cers killed in the line of duty dropped 
sharply in 2017, marking the second- 
lowest toll in more than 50 years. 

As of Thursday, 128 officers had died 
in the line of duty this year, 44 of whom 
were fatally shot. That’s down 10% from 
2016, when 143 officers died, 66 of whom 
were gunned down, according to data 
released by the National Law Enforce- 
ment Officers Memorial Fund, a non- 


See OFFICERS, Page 2A 
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